
From Jerusalem
to Rome

“But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; and you will be
My witnesses in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth” (Acts
1:8). When Jesus had said this
to His disciples on the Mount
of Olives, He raised His hands
in blessing. Jesus began to go
up, and soon a cloud hid Him
from their eyes.

The disciples went back
to Jerusalem to wait for the
coming of the Holy Spirit. Ten
days later, on Pentecost, God
sent His Holy Spirit on the
disciples and all who were with
them.

People from many parts
of the world had come to
Jerusalem for the Pentecost
festival. God used a sound like
that of a very strong wind to

attract thousands to the place
where the disciples were.
These foreign visitors heard
the disciples speaking in their
own languages.

Peter was the main
speaker. He proclaimed that
the crucified and risen Jesus
was the promised Savior. The
Holy Spirit worked through
Peter’s message. Before the day
was over, 3,000 persons had
accepted Jesus as their Savior.
When some of these left
Jerusalem, they carried the
news of Jesus back with them
to their homeland.

Persecution
The disciples carried out

the Lord’s instructions in
Jerusalem, continuing to
preach and teach about Jesus.

4

1

St. Peter by Peter Paul Rubens
(1577–1640)

View of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives

The church in Jerusalem grew
rapidly.

The leaders of the
Jewish religion were unhappy
about this. The Jewish council
arrested some of the apostles
and tried to stop them from
talking about the crucified and
risen Jesus. But the apostles
and other believers kept on
testifying of their faith.
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Stephen, too, boldly witnessed for his
Lord. He worked hard to show that in Jesus the
prophecies of the Old Testament had been ful-
filled. But many would not listen to him.
Instead they rushed Stephen to the council to be
tried. They set up false witnesses against him
and had him stoned to death.

A heavy persecution of the believers in
Jerusalem broke out. Saul of Tarsus became the
official agent of the Jewish council. Many
Christians were arrested and thrown into
prison. Some were even killed because they
would not deny Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

Persecution did not stop the growth of
the church. God used the persecution to serve a
good purpose. The believers were forced to
leave Jerusalem to escape their enemies. They
fled to Samaria, Galilee, and many places
beyond Palestine. Wherever they went they told
others the good news of Jesus.

Saul’s Conversion
Saul was one of the Christians’ main

opponents. Saul loved God and His Word as he
knew it from the Old Testament. He firmly
believed that to say “Jesus is the promised
Messiah” was mocking and blaspheming God.
He felt he had to do all in his power to stamp
out this blasphemy.

“Let me go to Damascus to hunt out and
arrest the believers there,” Saul told the leaders
of the council. They gave him letters authoriz-
ing him to carry out his plan.

But on the way to Damascus something
startling happened. A dazzling light, brighter
than the sun, beamed down on Saul. He heard a
voice say, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
Me?”

“Who are You, Lord?” Saul asked, trem-
bling.

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,”
the voice answered. “Go to Damascus and you
will be told what to do.”

Saul’s companions led him to Damascus
to a house on the street called Straight. Here he
spent several days in mental agony. He, Saul,
had persecuted God’s Son, the risen Savior!
Then God sent Ananias to tell him, “You shall
be God’s missionary to the heathen world.”
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The Appian Way, a road leading to Rome

Paul’s Mission Efforts
God had great plans for Saul. Jesus had

told His disciples to tell all nations about Him.
Saul would spend the rest of his life telling people
in distant lands about the Lord Jesus. He would
travel thousands of miles to spread the Gospel
message. He would face many difficulties and
great hardships. And, in the end, Saul would give
up his life for his Savior.
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For a time Saul served as pastor with
Barnabas at the church in Antioch, the capital
of Syria. Then the Holy Spirit called them
to work among people in other parts of the
Mediterranean world.

Saul and Barnabas traveled to the island of
Cyprus and to the country now known as

Turkey. At this point the Book of Acts begins
using Saul’s Greek name, Paul. Paul and
Barnabas traveled from one city to another,
preaching about Jesus in the synagogues. Usually
they met opposition, but the seed of the Gospel
was being planted. Many people left their hea-
then religions and became God’s children
through faith in Jesus. Christian congregations
came into being.

After reporting back to the church at
Antioch, Paul was ready to continue his mission
activity. This time Silas went with him. At
Lystra, Paul and Silas invited young Timothy to
go with them. The three visited the churches in
Asia Minor established by Paul on his first tour.

Finally they came to Troas (Troy) on the
Aegean Sea. In a vision Paul heard a man say,
“Come over to Macedonia and help us!” Paul
and his companions went to Macedonia and from
there to Greece. They worked especially at
Philippi, Thessalonica, Athens, and Corinth.

Paul made other missionary journeys,
starting new churches wherever he went. He also
kept in touch with the churches he had founded,
to help and encourage them. To some of these
churches Paul wrote letters; these are known as
Paul’s “epistles.”

Paul preached the Gospel in many large
cities of the Roman Empire. From these popula-

St. Paul preaching to the Corinthians
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Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank You for saving me by Your death and resurrection. Use

me as a witness to tell others about You. Send Your Holy Spirit to guide me and
give me courage. Amen.

tion centers the Gospel spread
to the surrounding area. Paul’s
travels very likely took him as
far west as Spain. At least
Clement of Rome, who wrote
around A.D. 96, says that Paul
did reach Spain. This had been
Paul’s dream, as he wrote in
Romans 15:28.

Paul’s mission task was
never easy. He suffered beat-
ings, imprisonments, and ship-
wrecks. At Lystra he was
stoned and left for dead. Paul’s
final imprisonment in Rome at
the time of Emperor Nero
ended in his execution.

Paul used every oppor-
tunity to testify about Jesus to
others. He considered it a
great privilege to carry out the
Lord’s command to “make dis-
ciples of all nations” (Matthew
28:19).

Paul’s motto was “For
to me, to live is Christ”
(Philippians 1:21). In his zeal
for Christ, the apostle said, “I
have become all things to all
men so that by all possible
means I might save some”
(1 Corinthians 9:22b).

1. Just before Jesus ascended to heaven, He told His disciples
to tell about Him to the farthest parts of the world. What
did the Lord mean for the disciples to do? How does the
church carry out Jesus’ instructions today?

2. Suppose you had been one of the disciples at Jesus’ time.
How would you have felt knowing that the Lord would no
longer be with you visibly? Write down a few thoughts that
might have occurred to you.

3. Already at its beginning, the Lord provided for the growth
of the church. How did He do this at Pentecost? How did
the persecution serve God’s purpose?

4. Why do you think the early Christians were eager to testify
about the Savior? Is this true of Christians today? What
opportunities do you have to testify or witness for your
Lord?

5. Do you think Paul’s mission travels throughout the
Mediterranean region took more—or less—courage than the
work of missionaries today (for instance, in Papua New
Guinea)? Give reasons for your answer.

6. Why did Paul and his partners usually begin their mission
activities in a large city?

7. Write a paragraph on the topic “What I Can Learn from the
Life of Paul” (or of Stephen).

8. God the Holy Spirit has brought each of us to faith in our
Savior, and He guides our lives. The Holy Spirit’s work was
also important in the early church. Find several instances in
the lesson where the Holy Spirit guided and changed peo-
ple’s lives to help the growth of the church.

9. Who were these persons? Why were they important in the
growth of the early church?
Peter Saul of Tarsus
Stephen Barnabas

10. How does each of these places or terms fit into the story of
the early church?
Mount of Olives Damascus
Pentecost Antioch
Jerusalem Epistles
Apostles “I have become all things”


